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Abstract 
The paper assessed the adequacy and impact of repositioning classroom 

physical environment on English learning for youth development among 

primary school pupils in Sokoto state. The population of the study comprised 

all primary 5 pupils in the study area. There were 1593 primary 5 pupils in 

the selected schools. 324 pupils were selected for the study. The instruments 

for data collection were questionnaires based on four Liker scale. The 

instruments were validated and reliable with indices of (r=.846) and 

(r=.716). The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. The results 

showed that there is inadequate classroom physical environment in public 

primary schools in Sokoto state as there is inadequate furniture (M=1.95, 

overpopulation (M= 1.41, SD= .70) etc. The results also revealed that 

providing good chalkboard (M= 3.12, SD= .62), enrolling appropriate 

number of pupils in a class (M= 3.47, SD= .66) etc have been of strong 



impact on English learning for youth development. It is recommended 

among other things that education managers should construct more 

classrooms to decongest overpopulated classrooms in order to make 

classroom environment conducive for effective English learning which 

enable pupils to pursue their future life development in Sokoto state and 

beyond.   
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Introduction 

English language is one of the core subjects in the Nigerian primary 

schools, and it is the hope and dream of all education stakeholders in the 

country that pupils perform maximally well in the language. To many, 

effective English language learning at primary school level depends largely on 

several factors. Apart from sharing of responsibility by all education 

stakeholders for continuous improvement and student achievement, use of 

effective teaching strategies, learners’ motivation, modern conducive 

classroom environment in terms of school structures, is one of the leading 

contributors to effective English language learning. Classroom environment is 

one of the important factors in promoting and sustaining educational 

development globally. Providing an enabling classroom environment is very 

vital to effective learning process as it provides motivation to learners towards 

learning. Research shows that many aspects of your classroom environment 

can affect student motivation, and students who are more motivated put more 

effort into learning activities (Ambrose, Bridges, Dipietro & Lovett 2010). In 

fact, learning English needs, to some extent a positive educational environment 

which enables both the student to learn well and the teacher to work efficiently 

(Pennington & Heeh 2006). 

Thus, classroom environment is more than the physical view of a 

classroom but also the intellectual and psychological element of it. Ambrose et 

al (2010) view classroom environment as a blend of the social, emotional and 

instructional elements of your class. Classroom environment is viewed as the 

physical setting, combined with the psychological, social and instructional 

experiences related to teacher-student characteristics and behaviors. More so, 

classroom environment is the physical, social, psychological and intellectual 

elements of a class which accumulatively provides a safe, motivated and 

conducive atmosphere for teaching and learning to take place. Class 
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environment refers to utilization of available physical, instructional facilities 

and maintenance of discipline for effective teaching and better students’ 

academic performance. It refers to a variety of techniques and skills used in 

class rooms that enable teachers to keep students attentive, organized and 

actively participating in classroom activities to produce productive results 

(Arshad, Qamar & Ahmed,2018). Classroom environment plays a significant 

role in determining students’ level of academic achievement and enhancing 

their holistic growth.  

Classroom physical environment is the first factor to be considered 

while building an effective classroom environment. A class is beyond just a 

room, it is a setting where all the necessary facilities for teaching and learning 

to suitably take place are well-equipped. Thus, building a classroom physical 

environment involves demarcating areas for specific activities, furniture 

arrangement, decorating areas for various purposes and organizing materials 

mainly to facilitate teaching and learning. Turano (2005) stated that 

understanding physical environment is the first step of creating an orderly 

setting for establishing an environment conducive for learning, and creating the 

physical environment includes designating areas for specific activities, 

selecting and arranging furniture, arranging seating to facilitate learning, 

decorating areas for specific purposes and organizing materials and areas for 

easy access. Suleman, Aslam, Javed& Hussain (2014) reported that the 

provision of physical facilities may be ensured because these are useful in 

enhancing the general school performance. Also, Chalak&Fallah (2019) 

reported that the classroom physical setting gives students powerful learning 

opportunities, and advances an effective instructional process. 

       Moreover, classroom should be well decorated placing different learning 

objects at different points to make the classroom environment attractive and 

resourceful to pupils. Different seating arrangements can be done to ease 

movement by both teachers and pupils to facilitate teaching and learning 

activities. Good seating arrangements such as grouping or clusters allow pupils 

to have easy access to materials. It also creates enabling environment for 

effective classroom interactions between teachers and pupils thereby 

facilitating teaching and learning activities. Physical classroom environment 

ought to look attractive where both teachers and pupils feel comfortable to 

work interactively for fruitful learning outcomes. Turano (2005) reported that 

if the classroom physical environment is not orderly and attractive, it can have 

negative effects on the way teachers and students feel, think and behave. 

Many studies have been carried out showing the significance of 

classroom environment to pupils’ English language learning. Pennington & 
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Heeh (2006) reported that in the field of English learning, much research has 

been carried out recently and showed that classrooms have climates as cities 

and towns have. Yildiz & Alparslan (2020) on ideal classroom setting for 

English language teaching and learning through the views of English language 

teachers in Turkey that some of the factors affecting English language teaching 

and learning are issues associated with physical classroom environment such 

as lack of different seating arrangements and classroom overpopulation. Umar 

(0217) on the effect of classroom environment in English language learning 

reported that classroom environment has significant effect on students’ 

learning. Abulfathi & Mustapha (2019) studied the impact of classroom 

environment on students’ performance in English and reported that classroom 

environment has strong impact on the academic achievement of students in 

English language. Also, Ahmad, Tayyub & Ismail (2020) reported that 

availability and use of physical and instructional classroom environmental 

facilities and innovative ICT materials prove helpful indicators for improving 

students’ learning outcomes. In the same vein, Pierotti (2020) reported that 

conducive classroom environment allowed students to feel comfortable, 

motivated and able to concentrate to learning.  

       English language learning is actually what enables one to develop 

competency in the language for one to succeed in this era of globalization. The 

importance of English learning for youth development cannot be over 

emphasized as many studies have proven the influence of English learning on 

youth development even right from infancy. Nathalie (2019) reported that 

English learning from a tender age has a wonderful effect on the cerebral 

development of children as they will acquire a large capacity for concentration 

and will be much more agile and good at problem-solving. Nathalie (2019) 

further asserted that English learning enables children to efficiently carry out 

multiple tasks simultaneously via which they improve their ability to store 

information, become more attentive and capable of connecting different 

concepts quickly. Knowledge Review reported that students who are 

academically average go much ahead of above average students and become 

decision makers at younger age due to their mastery of English, and all over 

the world, speaking English immediately opens up opportunities. Office of 

Overseas Programming and Training Support (2015) reported that English 

learning activities offer several benefits towards youth development as it 

develops youths’ knowledge and skills to be productive and successful adults 

in life, and presents a chance for youths to express themselves and become 

engaged in important issues that are relevant in their lives.  
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Statement of the Problem 

       Classroom environment is a critical factor that affects pupils’ behavior, 

learning effectiveness and overall educational outcomes such as primary 

school completion and transition into secondary education. It is necessary if 

not compulsory to put in place an effective classroom environment where 

pupils feel safe, secured and committed to learning. Kochenderfer-ladd & 

Pelletier (2008) observed that without effective classroom physical 

environment, teaching and learning process has no fruitful results. Several 

studies have been conducted investigating the actual causes of ineffective 

learning of English language especially in public primary schools such as 

learner motivation, teacher-incentive packages, teaching strategies, planning, 

supervision and school leadership attitudes. Although classroom environment 

can have impact on English learning, no study was carried out to assess the 

impact of classroom environment on English learning in public primary 

schools in Sokoto state. This is why the researchers want to consider this 

research gap and conduct the study. 

 

Objective of the Study 

The study sought to specifically find out: 

1. Adequacy of classroom physical environment in public primary schools 

in Sokoto state 

2. The impact of repositioning classroom physical environment on 

English learning for youth development among primary school pupils in 

Sokoto state. 

 

Research Question 

1. Is there adequate classroom physical environment in public primary 

schools in Sokoto state? 

2. Does repositioning of classroom physical environment have impact on 

English learning for youth development among primary school pupils in 

Sokoto state?  

 

Methodology 

This study employed descriptive survey design. The population of this 

study comprised all primary school pupils in Sokoto state. The study is limited 

to public primary schools and primary 5 pupils. Using multistage random 

sampling technique, 3 educational zones, 6 LGEAs and 6 primary schools were 

selected. At the time of this study, there were 1593 primary 5 pupils in the 

selected schools. By consulting research advisor, 324pupils were selected for 
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the study. The instruments used for collection of data in this study were a 

structured questionnaires developed by the researchers. The instruments were 

subjected to a scrutiny by experts from different institutions in order to ensure 

its content validity. To establish the reliability of the instruments, the 

instruments were pilot tested on similar smaller groups in the study area. The 

internal consistency was determined using Cronbach’s Alpha in Statistical 

Package for Social Science (SPSS) version 23 and yielded the coefficient 

indices of .846 and .716which made the instruments reliable. 

 

Table 1: Adequacy of classroom physical environment in public primary 

schools in Sokoto state 
S/N ITEMS SA  A  D  SD  M SD 

  F % F % F % F %   

1. Modern furniture 

is adequate in my 

classroom. 

- - 32 9.

9 

244 75.

3 

48 14.8 1.95 .49 

2. There is adequate 

space to make 

different seating 

arrangements in 

my class. 

- - 85 26

.2 

86 26.

5 

153 47.2 1.79 .83 

3. My classroom is 

visually 

appealing. 

- - - - 98 30.

2 

226 69.8 1.30 .46 

4. My classroom is 

overpopulated. 

-  40 12

.3 

54 16.

7 

230 71 1.41 .70 

5. There is adequate 

ventilation in my 

classroom. 

73 22.

5 

201 62 39 12 11 3.4 3.03 .69 

6. There is constant 

power supply in 

my classroom. 

28 8.6 34 10

.5 

227 70.

1 

35 10.8 2.16 .72 

7. My classroom 

floor is in good 

condition. 

- - 226 69

.8 

83 25.

6 

15 4.6 2.65 .56 

8. There is adequate 

brightness in my 

classroom. 

02 0.6 216 66

.7 

106 32.

7 

- - 2.67 .48 

9. The chalkboard in 

my classroom is 

in good condition. 

21 6.5 69 21

.3 

189 58.

3 

45 13.9 2.20 .75 

10. There is 

functional reading 

corner in my 

classroom. 

- - - - 228 70.

4 

96 29.6 1.70 .45 
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           Results in table 1 revealed the adequacy of modern furniture in 

classrooms of public primary schools in Sokoto state with a mean value of 1.95 

and standard deviation of 0.49. In addition, 9.9% of the respondents agreed, 

75.3% disagreed while 14.8% strongly disagreed. Adequacy of classroom 

space to different seating arrangements scored a mean value of 1.72 and 

standard deviation of 0.83. On this item, 26.2% of them agreed, 26.5% 

disagreed and 47.2% strongly disagreed. Whether classrooms are visually 

appealing had a mean value of 1.30 and standard deviation value of 0.46. 

Regarding this item, 30.2% of the respondents disagreed and 69.8% strongly 

disagreed. Classrooms are overpopulation scored a mean value of 1.41 and 

standard deviation of 0.70 with 12.3% of the respondents agreed, 16.7% 

disagreed and 71% strongly disagreed. There is adequate classroom ventilation 

had a mean value of 3.03 and standard deviation of 0.69. Also, 22.5% strongly 

agreed, 62% agreed, 12% disagreed whereas 3.4% strongly disagreed. Whether 

there is constant power supply to classrooms scored a mean value of 2.16 and 

standard deviation of 0.72. In addition, 8.6% strongly agreed, 10.5% agreed, 

70.1% disagreed while 10.8% strongly disagreed. The classroom floor is in 

good condition had a mean value of 2.65 and standard deviation of 0.56 with 

69.8% of the respondents agreed, 25.6% disagreed and 4.6% strongly 

disagreed. There is adequate classroom brightness had a mean value of 2.67 

and standard deviation of 0.48. There were 0.6% of respondents who strongly 

agreed, 66.7 agreed and 32.7% disagreed. Whether the classroom chalkboard is 

in good condition scored a mean value of 2.20 and standard deviation of 0.75. 

On this item, 6.5% of the respondents strongly agreed, 21.3% agreed, 58.3% 

disagreed and 13.9% strongly disagreed. There is functional reading corner in 

classrooms scored a mean value of 1.70 and standard deviation of 0.45. In 

addition, 70.4% of the respondents disagreed while 29.6% strongly disagreed.  
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Table 2:  Impact of repositioning classroom physical environment on 

English learning for youth development 
S/N ITEMS SA  A  D  SD  M SD 

  F % F % F % F %   

1. Providing space to 

make different 

seating arrangements 

enables me to learn 

different language 

skills through 

interaction. 

194 59.9 104 32.1 26 8.0 - - 3.51 .64 

2. Providing adequate 

modern furniture 

enables me to do my 

class activities 

comfortably. 

46 14.2 198 61.1 57 17.6     

23 

7.1 2.82 .75 

3. Making classrooms 

visually appealing 

facilitates learning of 

new words in 

English to me. 

49 15.1 231 71.3 35 10.8 09 2.8 2.98 .60 

4. Providing adequate 

ventilation enables 

me to concentrate on 

my lessons. 

48 14.8 245 75.6 30 9.3 01 .3 3.04 .50 

5. Providing adequate 

classroom brightness 

enables me to read 

well. 

73 22.5 201 62 39 12     

11 

3.4 3.03 .69 

6. Having appropriate 

number of pupils in 

my class 

facilitateslearning of 

English language 

skills to me. 

187   

57.7 

105 32.4 32 9.9 - - 3.47 .66 

7. Providing a 

functional reading 

corner enables me to 

do extra reading. 

66 20.4 187 57.7 53 16.4 18 5.6 2.92 .76 

8. Providing good 

chalkboard in my 

classenables me to 

learn different 

writing skills. 

87 26.9 191 59     

46 

14.2 -  - 3.12 .62 
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Results in table 2 revealed the fact that providing space to make 

different seating arrangements enables pupils to learn different language skills 

through interaction with a mean value of 3.51 and standard deviation of 0.64 as 

59.9% of the respondents strongly agreed, 32.1% agreed while 8.0% disagreed. 

Providing adequate modern furniture enables pupils to do their class activities 

comfortably scored a mean value of 2.82 and standard deviation of 0.75. Thus, 

14.2% of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement while 61.1% 

agreed, 17.6% disagreed and 7.1% strongly disagreed. Making classrooms 

visually appealing facilitates learning of new words in English to pupils scored 

a mean value of 2.98 and standard deviation of 0.60 with 15.1% of the 

respondents strongly agreed, 71.3% agreed, 10.8 disagreed and 2.8% strongly 

disagreed. Providing adequate ventilation enables pupils to concentrate on their 

lessons recorded a mean value of 3.04 and standard deviation of 0.50. In 

addition, 14.8% of the respondents strongly agreed, 75.6% agreed, 9.3% 

disagreed and 0.3% strongly disagreed. Adequate classroom brightness enables 

pupils to read well scored a mean value of 3.03 and standard deviation of 0.69. 

On this item, 22.5% of the respondents strongly agreed and 62% agreed, 12% 

disagreed whereas 3.4 strongly disagreed. Having appropriate number of pupils 

in a class facilitates learning of English language skills to me scored a mean 

value of 3.47 and standard deviation of 0.66. Regarding this item, 57.7% of the 

respondents strongly agreed, 32.4% agreed while 9.9% disagreed. The results 

further revealed that providing a functional reading corner enables pupils to do 

extra reading with a mean value of 2.92 and standard deviation of 0.76 as 

20.4% of the respondents strongly agreed, 57.7% agreed, 16.4% disagree and 

5.6% strongly disagreed. Providing good chalkboard enables to learn different 

writing skills scored a mean value of 3.12 and standard deviation of 0.62 with 

26.9% of the respondents strongly agreed, 59% agreed while 14.2% disagreed. 

 

Summary of Major Findings 
The major findings of this study can be summarized as follow: 

i. The classroom physical environment in public primary schools in 

Sokoto state is inadequate because the findings revealed that there is 

inadequate modern furniture and space to make different seating arrangements 

in classrooms; no constant power supply and classrooms are not visually 

appealing with overpopulation; chalkboard is not in good and there is not 

functional reading corner as indicated in pupils’ responses. There is only 

adequate classrooms brightness, ventilation and floor is in good condition 

according to results. 

ii. The findings further revealed that adequate furniture, classroom space 
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to make different seating arrangements, ventilation, classroom brightness good 

chalkboard, visually appealing classrooms, functional reading corner etc. as 

attributes of adequate classroom physical environment have been of strong 

impact on English learning and youth development among primary school 

pupils as indicated in pupils’ responses. 

 

Discussion of Findings 
         The paper assessed the adequacy and impact of repositioning classroom 

physical environment on English learning for youth development among 

primary school pupils in Sokoto state. Questionnaires on four Likert scale were 

used to collect data in this study. Descriptive statistics was used for data 

analysis. The findings revealed that there is inadequate classroom physical 

environment in public primary schools in Sokoto state. This finding is in line 

with the findings of Yildiz & Alparslan (2020) who reported that some of the 

factors affecting English language teaching and learning are issues associated 

with physical classroom environment such as lack of different seating 

arrangements and classroom overpopulation.  

             Moreover, the findings also showed that adequate classroom physical 

environment as providing adequate space to make different seating 

arrangements; ventilation; classroom brightness; good chalkboard etc. have 

been of strong impact on effective English learning among primary school 

pupils which in turn enable them to pursue their future life development in 

Sokoto state. This finding is in line with the findings of Umar (2017) who 

reported that classroom environment has strong impact in English language 

learning. It is also in agreement with the findings of Abdulfathi & Mustapha 

(2019) who reported that classroom physical environment has a strong impact 

on academic achievement of students in English language. Ahmad, Tayyub & 

Ismail (2020) also reported that availability and use of physical and 

instructional classroom environmental facilities prove helpful indicators for 

improving students’ learning outcomes. In the same vein, Pierotti (2020) 

reported that conducive classroom environment allowed students to feel 

comfortable, motivated and concentrate to learning. 
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Conclusion 

The paper concluded that there is inadequate classroom physical 

environment in public primary schools in Sokoto state as the findings showed 

that there is inadequate furniture, inadequate space to make different seating 

arrangements in classrooms and etcetera. It is also concluded that adequate 

classroom physical environment has strong impact on effective English 

learning among primary school pupils which enable them to pursue their future 

life development. Inadequacy of classroom physical environment is really one 

of the major factors affecting effective English learning in public primary 

schools in Sokoto state which is the responsibility of all stakeholders of 

education to put hands together in order to overcome the problem.  

 

Recommendations 
Based on the findings of this study, the paper adduced the following 

recommendations: 

i. Sokoto Universal Basic Education Board and other responsible bodies 

should construct more classrooms to decongest overpopulated classrooms 

thereby creating enabling conducive environment for effective English 

learning in public primary schools in the state. 

ii. Sokoto Universal Basic Education Board should also provide other 

necessary classroom facilities such as chalkboard, furniture adequately etc to 

make classroom physical environment conducive for effective English learning 

to enable pupils pursue their future life development. 

iii. English language teachers should strive to make their classrooms 

visually attractive by placing learning materials at different points of 

classrooms to facilitate teaching of different objects in English. 

 

References 

Arshad, M., Ahmed, G., &Tayyab, M. (2018). Influence of classroom 

management strategies on students learning. American Based Research 

Journal, 7(12), 24-31 

http://www.abrj.org 

 

Abulfathi, F. A., & Mustapha, M. A. (2019). Impact of classroom environment 

on students’ performance in English language. European Journal of 

Education and Development Psychology, 7(2), 21-26 

https://www.eajournals.org 

 

Adequacy and Impact of Repositioning Classroom Physical Environment on English 

Learning for Youth Development among Primary School Pupils in Sokoto State 

 

http://www.abrj.org/
https://www.eajournals.org/


Ahmad, G., Tayyub, M., & Ismail, R. (2020). Effects of classroom 

environment for improving students’ learning at secondary level in 

Punjab Province, Pakistan. Science Academique 1(1), 1-4 

https://www.scienceacademique.com 

 

Ambrose, S. A., Bridges, M. W., Dipietro, M., & Lovett, M. C. (2010). How 

learning works: Seven research-based principles for smart teaching. 

San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass. 

Chalak, A. &Fallah, R. (2019). Effect of classroom management and strategies 

on students’ achievement at undergraduate level. Language Teaching 

Research Quarterly,11, 81-98. 

 

https://www.EUROKD.COM 

 

Kochenderfer-Ladd, B. & Pelletier, M. E. (2008). Teachers’ views and beliefs 

about bullying: influences on classroom management strategies and 

students’ coping with peer victimization. Journal of School 

Psychology, 46(4), 431-453 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2007.07.005 

 

Nathalie (2019). The importance of learning English for infancy. Online blog. 

https://nathalielanguages.com 

 

Office of Overseas Programming and Training Support (2015). Youth 

development through English practice. 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED91325.Pdf 

 

Pierotti, A. (2020). The classroom environment: effects on learning, motivation 

and behavior [Master of education Program Theses] Dordt University. 

https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/med_theses/143 

 

Pennington, J. &Heeh, S. A. (2006). The importance of the classroom in 

positive learning: pre-session English language course. University of 

Brighton.https://www.researchgate.net/publication/346008940 

 

 

Suleman, Q., Aslam, H., Javed, T. &Hussaini, I. (2014). Effects of classroom 

physical environment on the academic achievement scores of 

Nana Asma’u Umar; Saadu Sidi and Muhammad Halilu 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.scienceacademique.com/
https://www.eurokd.com/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2007.07.005
https://nathalielanguages.com/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED91325.Pdf
https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/med_theses/143
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/346008940


secondary school studies in Kohat division, Pakistan. International 

Journal of Learning and Development, 4(1), 71-82 

https://doi:105296/ijld.v4i1.5174 

 

Turano, A. A. (2005). The impact of classroom environment on student 

learning. [Master of Science in Teaching Theses] Rowan University. 

http://rdw.rowan.edu/etd/1089 

 

Umar, A. A. (2017). The effect of classroom environment on achievement in 

English as a foreign language (EFL): A case study of secondary school 

students in Gezira state, Sudan. World Journal of English Language, 

7(4): 1 

https://doi:105430/wjel.v7n4p1 

 

Yildiz, C. D., &Alparslan, M. (2020). Ideal classroom setting for English 

language teaching through the views of English language teachers (A 

sample from Turkey). English Language Teaching, 13(3), 31- 43. 

https://doi.org/10.5539/eit.v13n3p31 

 

Adequacy and Impact of Repositioning Classroom Physical Environment on English 

Learning for Youth Development among Primary School Pupils in Sokoto State 

 

https://doi:105296/ijld.v4i1.5174
http://rdw.rowan.edu/etd/1089
https://doi:105430/wjel.v7n4p1
https://doi.org/10.5539/eit.v13n3p31

